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Opera in

By JOHN ROSENFIELD
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Action

= ‘The Dallas Lyric Theater had a big night, perhaps. the

biggest of its history, Monday with a concerted version of
“La Traviata’ at McFarlin Auditorium, . )

"~ Not to infringe on the Metropolitan, which has the

. Verdi opera coming up May 9 (with Steber, Tucker and

Merrill), the Lyric Theater did

not attempt to stage it..

They saved themselves the cost.of scenery but other-
wise took on an equal amount of frouble, The Charles
Laughton-style platform technique also required some mov-
ing around and exchanging of center places, an array of
stage paraphernalia and. atmospheric lighting which was
particularly inventive in the death scerie, |

While we are so old-fashioned as to like our opera
theatrical, this stunt worked very well and with an opus

that can lake it. For “Traviata,”
despite  its  derivation from
Dumas’ “Camille,” is chiefly talk
-and now talk of the most dated
kind. A ferse sensible narration,|-
given without frills, fine writing or
forced jocularity at the start of
each act, served excellently. James
Shelburne, from scasoned little the-

ater circles, did the honors. Th'e Elar
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THE DUMAS CONCEPT of a
heart-of-gold courtesan and re-
demption through love may have
provided even tempestuous Sarah
Bernhardt with & stage vehicle.
Today it is tolerable only in Verdi's
lilting score.

Too facile is “Traviata™ even for
Verdi. There are signs of haste in
the writing, imitations of and quo-
tations from Verdi himself. But it
is still plenary genius in one of
its freest moments. And “Tra-
viata” was, 101 years ago, 2 ngw
type of opera with ¢ Y

Dbody

ty for any theater and has the pow-
er of projecting very clear thoughts
about the meaning of what she
sings and the histrionie position of
the character ske represents, She
is 25 meatly professional as any-
Tunning around our nonpro-
fessional stages. There was true
poignaney o her ginging of *Addio
del Passato™ on her:dea?.hbed."
+*

*
CHARLES MAY was again In the

leading tenor role and again dis.
closéd a remarkable voice and

middle-class instead of
heroie characters. |

The quintessence of Verdi Is
found in the duet between Giorgio
Germont, the pafernal baritane,
and Vidletta, the agile soprano. The
scene embracing “Pura Siccome
un Angelo” and “Dite all Giovine_"
is essential dramatic speech and is

His second act

aria, “De’ Miei Bollenti Spiriti”
was in good shape and for this he
was able to shed a huskiness or
rehearsal-strain, Otherwise he was
a creditable Alredo and some-
what Italianate, even to the ex-
plosive mannerisms.

While Mr. Leatherwood, as

}| STAGE REVIEW:

cushioned in as tuneful and stll
expressive music as was ever write

ten.

As sung Monday night by Caralyn
Friday and Richard Leatherwood,
it almost took the show, Granted
that the material was there, the
singing also was first-class and
worthy of the music,

* % ¥
MISS FRIDAY was a Violeita of
both voice and heart. And her
gown, cleverly designed, gave her
the appearance of a Violetta for
any stage; that is, for the festivities
of “Traviata.”
Violetta’s music is weighty and
only incidentally did it draw upon
- Miss Friday's skilled coloratura
hnique, This talent, dantl;
displayed in *“Don Pasquale” ear-
lier in the year, was valuable for'
the odd cavatine-cabaletta in Act
I comprising the famous “Ah! Fors”
e Lui” and “Sempre Libera .
Otherwise she had no more trou-
bles than encountered by the aver-
age coloratura soprano singing
Violetta's music, Occasionally she
had to force in the ensembles be-
yond her loveliest tones. When pos-
sible she remained in purest bel
canto and again disclosed a soprano
of range and appealing warmth.
Miss Friday is a woman of beau-

Paul Velluced, musical d
rector of the Lyric Thea-
ter.

Giorgio Germont, was matter-of-
{act and monochromatic, his bari-
tore sounded strong and rescnant.,
He won friends not only in the duet

with Vicletta but also where
Giorgio is supposed to wow an
audience, in “Di Provenza il Mar,”
wherein he proposes the seacoast
as full consolation for the loss of
a girl-friend,

No other *Traviata” ycu will

hear can have a Flora Bervoix of

such vocal attainments as Carolyn

Schlipf, a prima dorna of other
Lyric Theater performances.

Smaller roles were articulate and

musical in the hands of Jo Amn
Person Jones, Thomas Sturges,
Charles Convers (who staged the
action), Robert Bertram,
Steenbergen and Dillon White Jr.

, William

The chorus, small but hand-

picked, showed the careful training
of Travis Shelton. The “Brindisi”
of Act I was excellent and the Act
1II ensemble even better and prap-
erly massive,

* k¥
THE ORCHESTRA, massed on

stage right, negotiated the Verdi
score with confidence if not al-
ways with precision or balance.
The ,two preludes, however, were
--symphonically sounded.

The production reflected the en-

ergies of Paul Vellucci, Lyrie
» | Theater director, who also con-
ducted. With the baton he has firm
authority. Artistically he prefers
the wide arc of Verdian melody to
melodramatic punch and smooth
co-ordination to stentorian free-
wheeling.

* k ¥
THE “TRAVIATA” production,

which ends the season’s work for

Their efforts were shown in a

| widely-representative audience of

1,000 the largest yet drawn to a
single performance by this group
and almost large enough to pay
the bills. They also distributed
camellias in honor of Violatta, the
“Dame aux—."

‘There will be no repetition of the
performance, It was preseated by
the SMU School of Music.

H-Bomb Newsreel
Starts Tuesday in
Palace, Majestic

Complete newsreel coverage of
the hydrogen bomb testin the Pa-
cific area will be presented on
regular programs of several Inter-
state theaters here this week, be-
ginning Tuesday at the

*
Field and Dolan
In‘dir Command’

James Field and Michael
Dolan of Theater '54 are in the
movies now.

They were engaged for speak-
ing parts in Paramount's

Majestic and Palace.

The newsreels include a personal
message from President Eisen-
hower, who has urged all citizens
to see the films.

As-other films of the Hbomb
fest hocome available they will be
shown at the suburba{x F:ires.t. Vil-

ic Alr Command,” lo-

cation shots for which are now

Fort Worth.

They reported for duty early
Monday morning and were
back at home by evening for
the Williams-Giraudoux double
bill now in the arena theater.

Jage and L

W day, and at the
Tower starting Thursday.
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TRIUMPYANT RETURH OF THE
LOKQEST RUN SNASH-HIT
EVER SEEM IN DALLAS!

Taa . Mest. UNUSUAL Film We
lave Ever DARED o Pressat

being made at Carswell Field, T

The ‘memorable climax to Act I, Scene 4 of Mozart’s comic opera, “Le Nozze
di Figaro,” comes in the celebrated aria, “Non piu andrai” . . . Ahove, left to

right, Margaret Roggero as Cherubino prances properly while Cesare Siepi, as

Figaro, sings the mock military air, . . . The pair will be seen in the Metropolitan
Opera Company production of the Mozart classic May 9 at State Fair Auditorium.

Actress Fills
EveningWith
Varied Spells

A devoted following from her

onet Theater to its 441-seat capacity

Agnes  Moorchead. Both senses
were richly rewarded, from the
auburn beauty gowned in elegant
mauve to the splendid range of an
artistry that swept unerringly
from Biblical stories to Ring
Lardner to the mandatory, “Sorry,
Wrong Number” sketch and with
a lot more In between,
Miss Moorehead came to Dal-
las for the dramatic concert under
the aegis of Paul Gregory, who
had previously sent her into local
stage history as a vital clement in
the First Drama Quartette’s “Don
Juan in Hell” As before, Miss
Moorehead was performing to
Charles Laughton's canny direc-
tion, and the results were almost
as spellbinding in solo as they were
in ensemble.
The whole of her impact bore
the Gregory trade-marks in the for-
ward surge of emotional interest,
the near abstract simplicity of the
stage picture and the superior|
taste of materials. Even though
the evening was designed all of a|
piece, several of its parts would
not be forgotten out of context,
——

HER DELIVERY of “Moses and
the Bullrushes,” in the version de-
rived from a wildly imaginative
maid-of-all-work in her childhood
home in Chio was a masterly illu-
sion, and so was the impish excerpt
from James Thurber. The underly-
ing poignancy of Lardner's “Some
Like 'Em Cold” welled through
the Moorehead reading for all its
surface humor, and there
were shining bits ‘of impudence
culled from fourteenth century
cookbooks, an imperious letter from

Museum Curator
To Join Staff of
Buffalo Gallery

Carroll E. Hogan, present cura-
tor of prints and business admin-
istrator at the Dallas Museum of|

the Albright Art Gallery in Buffalo,
N.Y., Dallas’ Director Jerry Bywa-
ters has announced.

He will remain at the Dallas
Museum of Fine Arts through June
and will then assume duties as
curator of museum collections in
Bulfalo, Edgar C. Schenck is direc-
tor of the Albright Gallery,

Hozan came to Dallas in August,

has assisted materially as curator

in the Dallas Print Society and
its program of exhibitions at the
Museum, including the first Dallas

National Print Exhibition held in
June, 1933,
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many film, radio, television and]
stage appearances filled the Cor-| §

Monday evening to see and hear,

Fine Arts, will join the statt of| g

1352, During his two-year stay, hel ',

ol prints in the revival of interest| §

X;ncs Mooreea. co s A
“fabulous redhead"” indeed,

I-_I:gl&nd's first Elizabeth, and the
e,

For many, the plece de resist-
ance was Lucille Fletcher's dur-
able chiller, “Sorry, Wrong Num.
ber,” which the virtuosa has pol-
ished to near perfection. For others
there were the provocative speech
of Mother Eve from Shaw's “Back
to Methuselah’ fo whet the appetite
for more, or the remembrance of
Proust.

WHEN IT WAS DONE there was
a warm ovation and a spray of red
roses in return for an absorbing
evening, Still, there was something
regal about it all and the flexible
artistry was somehow kept to itself
even as it communicated jts stir-
ring warmth, We liked best her
moods as raconteur rather than
reader, but it was & rare moment
that wasn't intense.—R.A.

tickels now en szfs for the
the Dallas Figure Skating Club's
*ICE CARNIVAL
OF 1954”

a delightful evening's entertalament
on lee.

Tuesday, April 6
(April B for Commuanity Organi.
zations exclusively)

51,00 gen, edmisslen ab lee Aresa
Box Office end Downtown Ticket

Office, 1313 Elm Sh.

NIGHT SPOTS:
Duke Dishes
Fat Tones

In Old Way

By WILLIAM TAYLOR
Duke Ellington brought some old

g8 | masters and at least one bright
i Inew jazz talent to the Plantation
i | Monday night.
i | The oldest big-

name jazz band
displayed the
fine tonal com- §
mand and mel-
low  orchestra.
tion for which it
is  justly re-
nowned.
Ellington
vorites
“Take
Train,” with skat lyrics; “All the
Things You Are,” with Rick Hen-
derson’s mellow sax, and “Black
and Tan Fantasy,” featuring the
amazing range of Brick Wood.
man’s trombone, provided mem-
orable high lights.

Drummer Dave Black proved a
{ast man on his feet, literally, with
a bass roll highlighting a 15-minute
solo on the skins, William *“‘Cat”
Anderson rode high on trumpet
PR AR
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Hollywood in Person

By SHEILAH GRAHAM

Cary Sought Kelly
For* Catch a Thief’

HOLLYWOOD, Calif. (NANA).
—Cary Grant wanted Grace Kelly
for his leading lady in “Catch a
Thief,” but AL .
fred Hiteheock, 7
who's now thin, }

“Watch her love s
scenes with CARY GRANT
Jimmy Stewart in ‘Rear Window"."
Zsa Zsa Gabor will stay with
mama Jolie Gabor—but not at the
Plaza Hotel, where Rubiosa is cur-
rently domiciled,

Corinne Calvet and John Brom-
field, whom she recently divorced,
are closer because of the sleeping-
pill scare.

Now it can be told dept.: Deborah
Kerr almost didn't land that sexy
role in “From Here to Eternity."”

A fop actress, who asked anonym-
ity, offered to shave her regular
price of $200,000 to $50,000 to get
the part. But when she wanted
to bring her own cameraman, the
deal was off. "

THE REASON Brs. Hugh Mar-
lowe ean not return here to her
very ill mother, Mrs, Sam Wood, is

’
:l?z!i;tze ;ﬁ;ﬁg that her two children have the
from Metro, I i% chicken pox in New York. She's
asked Hitch waiting until they feel better, then
what was the } she'll come,

secret of Grace’s Joan Evans® husband,

man appeal, and Weatherby, is home from the hos-
he replied: pital after minor Ty,

surge:
In spite of the “we’re just good
friends” line, Eleanor Parker and
Painter Paul Clemens are very
much in love, according to their
closest: friends, who can feel the
vibrations,

.
ROCK HUDSON will surprse
even his biggest boosters in “The
Magnificent Obsession.” The hand-
some star gives a magnificent per-
formance. Rock, by the way, goes
to Ireland for his next picture.
Mrs. Edward G. Robinson has re.
turned from her painting exhibition

solos and Harry Carney, a 2%.year
Ellington veteran provided meaty
passages on the baritone saxo-
phone.

Ellington has never been one to
follow the fashions, The evening
must have seemed moderate to the
point of dullness to some bop
addicts, But Ellington has never
been a proponent of torturing in.
struments for dramatic effect.

——

FOR THOSE WHO prefer soulful
perd with only ional
virtuosic antics for variety relief,
the Duke’s men dished up a re-
warding platter.

Season Rehearsal
Special to Tho News

SAN ANTONIO, Texas.—The San
Antonio Municipal Opera Company
is currently in rehearsal for its
projected summer season. Vittorio
Palombi will be production man.
ager of the series to be staged in
the Sunken Garden.
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% Chicken Fried er Breaded Veal
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% Fried Spring Chicken, Pan Gravy, 95¢

Salad, French Fries, Tarfar auee; Cnektall
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A Yarlety of Cooked Meats and Vegelablas Ready
Prepared, 65¢ mim

GRILL

at OAK LAWN

3718 HALL 81 3 o 9455

... 85°
... 35°

.. 9BF

Potatoes,

Now Gpen
a W

Mii
SWIRD FISH

TSR TOSNEA, |

LOSSTER HEWBURG

OPEN MONDAY

eek!

These Jay’s Specialties at All Times

NE LO| K. 0. STEA!
OYSTER OH THE HALF SHELL
AUSTRALIAN LOBSTER TAILS JUMBO GRABS
BIG POMPAKO and FLRURDERS

7 Days

KS  LGSSTER THERMIDOR
HARD AND SCFT SHELL CRABS

BIG D “EDDIE CANTOR
STORY
No.of liweod  Eeefo Brassells

BEVERLY HILLS—Open 8:05 300.8eat VMAN SEHIND THE
ARROWHEAD Heated GUN
Jack Palance, Chariten Heston Auditorfum Raadolpk Seott
SEWLN. TS (wl

M\"“\xr‘zn x':'n'gfz,‘w::.; lﬁm *'Oa Muge Fiber Glass Scress"

BOMB

TEST IN THE PACIFIC EXACTLY
AS IT HAPPENED!
—————

OHLY on the GIANT

PANORAMIC
SCREENS

OF THE MOVIE THEATERS

GAN YOU GET
THE FULL

IMPACT

Of tha History-Making Event
—————————

PRESIDENT EISEXHOWER
URGES EVERY SITIZEN 7O SEEIT
————

Complels Newsreel Coversge

¢ STARTS TODAY o

MAJESTIC

—AKD—

PALACE

° STAH_TS WEDNESDAY o
Forest * Village
—AND—

Lakewacd
6 STARTS THURSDAY o

TOWER

Buckner  "CRESLpigNoNe

STEVENS—Open_ 6:43 (wide serecn) BE
FIGHTER ATTACE Blvd 7:17-10:35
R GARTERS, Rosemary Clooney e “;, « K'P“‘&k.:!;_ﬂl
TEIGHTS—Open _6:45 (wide screen) e g
e or T Tt "= [} samaen $:19—Glg Young
3 GIRLS AND A RAILOR ————————
T, || Ohalk HII g e
v + T:5-10:38
GIVE A GIRL A BREAK g“l oart 9.“,"'};{‘0'5
o1 A&
fa-Car Heaters 3:18—Robt. Mitchum
PHIL ISLEY THEATRES ——————C e,
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e
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Hoad Glens Ford
Hines Blvd.  “FOUR FACESWIST™
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JOAN LYSLIE . FOREST TUCKER i Ray Millsad
o ——————————————
"FLIGHT NURSE" “GREAT DIAUGKD
! BZERY'™
Edmond O'Brien 8§ :15.18
"WCMAN OF THE NOXTH COUNTRY™ W, Huy, Rei Siebian
o s Nw, Hwy, “DREAM WIFE"
(e W: 0 UH.5780 {|]at Fnerest  8:45--Cary Grant
. “TUMSLEWEES™
o oo v | Samuell "t
]
8 Academy Awerds B V\ ] “Between Midaloht
407 Samuelt and Sewa™
Bird, Mark Stevens
e e cmcatsna e e
SRED GARTEAS'
Seuth D oA
L“’ Rosemary Cloaney
Ledbetter to-  “RIBHEAD AND
twees Laseaster  THE GOWBOT'*
and Lamep Gizzg. Ford

{n London with some revolutionary
news, Her“Valley Forge” plchmre
was the hit of her showing at tha
Wildenstein Galleries. She was &
little worrled about the subject.
She needn't have been. They never
mention the revalution over there.

Two Held OQver

Two movies now showing at
suburban theaters will be held
over, “Stalag 17,” which stars
William Holden in his academy
award-winning vole, will continue
through Wednesday at the Village,
while “The Long, Long Trailer,”
with Lucglle Eall and Desi Arnaz,
will be held through Thursday at
the Wilshire.

®

®

®

®

®

®

®

®

®

®

o

®

o

®

’ o
: tulu‘:p:i’“’::'Al‘S. 120,

o R o

o Judy HOLLIDAY
@ s thot cuzy, misedwp
*Bom Yesterday” cutie...

@ ot comedy or Tae yeap

MIL
" STORY

TECHNICOLOR
DINAH SHERIDAN
JOHN GREGSON #

2:35, 9:85
Khe’s Iteally
Enchanting!

Mo, "ROMAN

KOW! OREN {145 PM.
Wlde Bercen  Feature at
2:35,°4:33, 7:20, 9:40

ACADEMY AWARD

WINNING ACTOR . . .

WILLIAM HOLDEN

“Stalag 17"
ﬁ*&d

CIRCLE
KOW! GPEN 7 PM.
Wide fereen @ Featurs at
35 and 9:35
Scandal Rocks Girla' Bebeol
GENE TIERNEY

“Personal Affalr”

Glyals Jekns - Lea Genn

PPPPPOIPOIOGG POOIGERERE PSS

INWOOD

NOW! OFEN 1:8 PO,

Wids Sereea

2:00, 3:35, 5:35, 7:30, 9:50
GINGRR  WILLUM
ROGERS HOLDEN

)
pleil/

Atler
of Year!






