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Duke Elinglon and his orehestra will play o comeere?
i Winniper March 27 and 28

The £irsl will be a special Good [ridiy concert of
saceed musie ai the Centennizl Coneert Flalll The s
jazz concert av the Winnipeg Auditoriwm,

o, a

Now 68, the Duke — who has poured Tovlh more than
1,000 songs, many of them pavi of the American cutlure -—
seems unjaded Ly more than 40 vears in show husiness,
soemingly untived after a day in which he worked from B
am. to 2 am. execepl for a 30-minute nap, writing mora
music, playing pianu, and leinding is bl hi's had a
hand since Coolirigre wax in the Whiie 1ouse,

Referring o people he's known over the yvears in jazz,
Ellinglon says, "Just about everybedy has contributed some-
thing, There ave zome oulslanding influences - - Sidney
Beehel, Louis Armsteong, Coleman Hawking, Dizzy Gillespie,
Charlie Parker, Lester Young, With 1he exception of Bechel,
these people were suecessily imitaled, Feople bailt iremon-
dous careers on the imitaiion of (hese people. They launched
ralegovies, like b, based on Parker and Gillespie,

“But there were Lhree indmitables —- Dechet, Arnp Tatum
and Django Reinhardi. Other prople could ool ilivee noles
but never an exact Lhing,”

Recently an honorary doctorate frem Yale was added
1o the many honors he has received, A doctorate is wonders
ful it means that obvicusly somebody has been lislening,

“RBut il 1 write some music and T heae f0 thal 25 e
pav.” he said. “I've got my reward.”

Ellington has been working on Hiovgical juze over sinee
two Episcopalian priests heard him al a nighl elul) in Red-
wond City, California, and askad him lo wrile a4 musical ser-
vice for Grace Cathedral in San TFrancisce. His In the Begin-
ning, God was premieved there in 1965 and sinee (hen has
bean much i demand ia the United States and Europe,

“I'm ene of those people who can't say no. i like Lha
girl in Oklnhema, So T say *Oh, suee’ and before you know i
the dale is on me and they've saying, "Where's my music?”

“Talways bave 1o have deadlines. T wrote Black andd Tan
TFantasy ina taxi coming down through Ceuteal Park on my
way 1o the recording siadio. T'd been in an afler-hours joint
all night and T had 1o write i, Thal wasg in 1928, when stay=
ing up 20 hewrs a day didn’t mean anything.”

Tiekets o the Duke Ellingion concerls ave on salo ag
the usual cutlels. The conceris are sponsored by Lhe Manl-
tube Centeanial Taterfiih commiiice,
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